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Pathogen prevalence in ticks parasitizing humans

A citizens science appl

ication
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[ Discussion: Crowdsourced samples

« Expansion of data acquisition capacity by the use of
smart devices and media presence.

- Citizen science data must be incorporated into tick

surveillance. Handling of ,inaccurate” App-reports?
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" Conclusion

« Sampling ticks parasitizing humans by a smart-
phone-App is a non-standardized method.
Prevalence rates have to be interpreted with care.

- Carriage of multiple pathogens demonstrates the
potential risk of acquiring multiple infections as a
consequence of a tick bite.

« Pathogen prevalence in ticks parasitizing humans
is comparable to pathogen carrier rates found in
questing ticks. The prevalence rate of Borrelia spp.
is lower then the average of field collected ticks.
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